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Wednesday 4th November 2020  

Dear Families 

In light of the Prime Minister’s announcement at the weekend, we have increased the rigour of our 

COVID-19 risk assessment procedures.   

Our decision to do so is based on the fact that the Country is going into another lockdown tomorrow 

as well as the current climate of increasing infection rates both Nationally and locally.  Latest data 

from the County shows that 35 schools within Cumbria now have active cases of COVID-19.   

From Monday, we will be operating in a system where members of staff are only exposed to working 

within one bubble OR have a 48 hour ‘rest’ period between crossing bubbles. 

The pros for adopting this model are: 

 Adults in school have least possible exposure to potential infection. 

 If there is a positive test result within a bubble, only that bubble will need to follow the 

COVID-19 management system procedure of self-isolation. 

 School remaining open to a higher number of children is more likely.   

We have decided to further postpone our offer of wrap around care provision.  This is because a 

staff member leading the provision would be exposed  to children from across bubbles and this 

would place them at a higher risk than other staff within school - resulting in an inconsistent and 

unfair system.  We also anticipate that with people being asked to work from home and all non-

essential works cancelled that the need for this provision will be significantly lower than usual.   

With the rise of infection rates within schools locally and an anticipated second peak nationally, we 

would like to remind you of some of our COVID-19 systems and potential outcomes. 

If an adult or child from your child’s bubble tests positive, the entire bubble will be asked to self 

isolate for 14 days.  The wider household does not need to self isolate.  In such an instance, we will 

re-establish our home learning system.  All communications, works etc. will be uploaded onto the 

class page on our school website.  Teachers can be contacted by the class email address (parent 

handbook).   We will organise virtual meetings as appropriate through parentpay communications.  

If a classteacher becomes too poorly to work and it is NOT COVID-19 related, we may need to close 

the bubble until the teacher is fit enough to return to work.  In this instance, another adult in school 

will implement the home learning system as described above.  Within our working procedures, we 

are at maximum capacity - bringing a supply teacher into one of our bubbles is an extremely high 

COVID-19 risk and could subsequently result in even more pupil time lost from school. 
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Please continue to adopt social distancing measures outside of school.   

Please respect our ONE household adult per area drop off/collection procedure to minimise the 

amount of adults in one space and support social distancing.  Under lock down guidance, parents are 

allowed to form a childcare bubble with ONE other household. 

Fabrics are classified as very high risk on the COVID-19 risk assessment.  Children should continue to 

support school in the no bags approach to minimise risk.  We also have some bubbles operating 

without any storage facilities, bags inside working classrooms are a health and safety hazard.  We 

continue to recommend washing children’s clothes after school. 

Please continue to be aware of and vigilant towards COVID-19 symptoms and keep school informed 

if your child, household or shared childcare bubble develop symptoms. 

The education sector have NOT been provided with any further guidance since the PMs 

announcement on Saturday.  Any further information from the Department for Education will be 

disseminated as soon as received.   

If anyone is feeling over-whelmed, anxious or generally confused by the new Government measures, 

particularly as you adjust to another lockdown, please do approach us via email or telephone.   

Wishing everyone well. 

Mrs Elliott  

 

 

 

 


